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Visit our website at newcitylibrary.org for summer programs and activities.

Help Us Celebrate!  •  Friday, June 25, 11 AM
Be one of the first 50 New City Library card holders and receive a goodie bag 
honoring the 50th anniversary of our charter!

Back in 1971, you could go to the library on South Main Street (pictured at left), 
and then on your way home stop for a dozen eggs that would cost 53 cents. You 
could fill up your tank with gas for 36 cents a gallon and then pick up an 8 cent 
first-class stamp from the post office. Many things have changed over the years, 
but there is one constant: You can still take out great books at the library for free!

(Learn more about 1971 by going to our YouTube channel’s playlist of recorded 
programs. You’ll find historian Evan Weiner’s program about 1971 at #50.)

Summer Reading Programs for All Ages!
Reading has benefits that reach across age groups. Books offer mental stimulation, 
stress reduction and knowledge. Who wouldn’t profit from gains in any of those 
categories? And this summer you and your family can add the advantage of 
winning prizes for your reading!

Children can earn a variety of prizes and teens can play reading tic-tac-toe to 
win Starbucks gift cards. (Look inside this newsletter, view our website or visit 
the library for details.)

Adults should stop by the library or head to our website (June 28 – Aug. 20) and 
fill out a review of their latest read to be automatically entered into a drawing for
a Kindle Fire. We will have one giveaway at the end of July and another at the end 
of August. Your reviews will also help your neighbors find their next great read! 

Changing seasons always seem to inspire renewals. This summer, perhaps more 
than ever, it feels like we are starting anew. With COVID cases on the decline
and vaccinations on the rise, most of us are ready to take those next steps 
toward a life that more closely resembles the one we left behind in the early 
spring of 2020.

Due to the pandemic, we at the New City Library had to assess our “normal” 
operations and come up with solutions that worked to maximize service to 
our patrons while minimizing personal safety risks: curbside service, online 
programming content, and strictly controlled occupancy of the building. 
I’m happy to report that online programming and curbside service were so 
successful that they will continue as permanent patron services. (In-person 
programming indoors still presents challenges and we are working towards 
a solution).

We are now permitting the return of patrons wishing to work, study, or read in 
the library. New York State still requires masking and social distancing indoors, 
so we ask that you wear a mask for the duration of your visit. Tables and chairs 
will be available for solo study and work only. Please also consider using the 
library’s outdoor patio space where there is excellent wi-fi and electrical outlets
available.

We look forward to seeing you soon!
                                                                                         — Marianne Gallagher, Director

Our New Normal



Rock ‘n Roll and Television 
from Elvis to The Monkees
Thursday, June 17, 2 PM
Historian Brian Rose presents the fascinating history 
of how rock music and television grew up together. 
Beginning in the mid-1950s, programs hosted by Milton 
Berle, Steve Allen, and Ed Sullivan featured Bill Haley & 
the Comets, Fats Domino, Buddy Holly, Elvis Presley, 
and others. American Bandstand and other afternoon 
programs brought rock to teenage audiences. The 
appearance of The Beatles on The Ed Sullivan Show 
in 1964 changed the face of pop culture, leading to an 
explosion of televised rock, from the Supremes to the 
Rolling Stones.

The Art of Drawing Action on Paper
Tuesdays, June 22 & 29, 2 PM
Local artist Marilyn Benkler will teach you to create two 
action pictures. The first session will have you creating 
a drawing with simple lines and shapes, forming your 
active ideas. In the second session, your art piece will 
appear from a simple-form object creatively developed 
into a modern-abstract-action picture. Learn what 
generates the action on paper and how to accomplish it.

Planting Midseason for a Fall Harvest
Wednesday, June 23, 7 PM
Food safety and security has become an important 
priority for the general public. Many people are now 
seeking to start their own vegetable gardens to safely 
provide themselves and their families with fresh, naturally 
grown vegetables. Anthony Bracco of Bracco Farms in 
Pine Island, N.Y. will guide you through planting in the 
middle of the growing season for a bountiful fall harvest. 

Alice Neel: Portraits, Politics, and Power
Tuesday, July 6 & Thursday, July 8, 2 PM
Although mostly unheralded, Alice Neel was a pioneer 
among women artists. Educator Janet Cohen Mandel will 
talk about the unconventional life and remarkable career 
of this great 20th-century American painter during this 
two-part presentation. See many examples of her unique 
work, currently on display at the Met. 

JUNE

Except when specifically noted, programs will be held online. To register for a program, go to our website at 
newcitylibrary.org and select the Events tab. This will take you to our calendar. Click on the program that 

you are interested in to register. Or, go directly to the calendar at newcity.librarycalendar.com.

JULY
Webinars: Online Tools @ Your Disposal
Wednesdays, 10 AM

June 16: Using Consumer Reports Online
Learn to use this site to research goods and services. 
Access this resource via our website.

July 7: eBooks and Digital Audiobooks from Libby
Learn about some of the new changes to this popular 
ebook reading app.

The Cursed Play: Shakespeare’s Macbeth
Thursday, June 3, 2 PM
Librarian Veronica Reynolds delves into Shakespeare’s 
most notorious play. Learn about its history and themes.
Watch clips from great actors taking on the challenging 
roles of Macbeth and his wife. 

The Rolling Stones Story
Monday, June 7, 7 PM
Explore the story of rock’s original “bad boys,” from their 
formative years as a cover band devoted to American 
blues to one of the greatest rock ‘n’ roll bands of all time. 
Find out about their notorious drug busts, personal and 
songwriting conflicts, and management and legal issues 
with rock historian Vincent Bruno.

Women Photographers
Tuesday, June 8, 7 PM
Photographer and educator Joanna Madloch, Ph.D, examines 
the rich century-long history of women photographers 
and how they left their mark on the art form.

Audrey Hepburn
Wednesday, June 9, 2 PM
Audrey Hepburn was a major cultural icon in film and 
fashion who became a special ambassador for UNICEF. 
From the 1950s to the 1960s she was the screen’s foremost 
embodiment of grace. Join historian Marty Schneit for 
a discussion about Hepburn’s films Roman Holiday, Funny 
Face, The Nun’s Story, My Fair Lady and Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 



Adult Coloring
Thursday, June 10 • Thursday, July 15
Monday, Aug. 23 • All sessions: 11 AM
Join us on the patio where we will have an assortment 
of coloring pages as well as crayons, colored pencils 
and markers. Relax and enjoy some creative time!

Our Best Books of 2021 So Far ...
Friday, July 9, 4 PM
Our librarians discuss what books they have enjoyed in 
2021 and what books they are looking forward to in the 
second half of the year. Share your favorites too!

So Ready for Laughter: 
Bob Hope & WWII
Tuesday, July 13, 2 PM
Comedian Bob Hope’s work during World War II — 
entertaining and lifting the spirits of troops — holds 
a special place in American history. Explore Hope’s 
contributions to the war effort during a virtual tour of 
New-York Historical Society’s upcoming exhibition 
(organized by the National World War II Museum 
in New Orleans). Dive into Hope’s early life and career 
and see how his legacy still reverberates more than 70 
years later. 

History of Craft Beer
Wednesday, July 14, 7 PM
It’s been 40 years since the first post-prohibition 
microbrewery opened in the United States, but craft 
beer is only now hitting its stride. Author John Holl 
will take you on a virtual tasting through the world 
of craft beer, with interesting facts, colorful stories, 
and a look at why beer matters. This presentation will 
include the basics of food pairing and the wonderful 
combinations that can be made. 

Midcentury Cuisine: 
Food Fads from the ‘40s through the ‘60s
Monday, July 19, 7 PM
Remember Jell-O salads and cheese sprayed out of a can? 
When every pantry held Velveeta and all the kids wanted 
to drink Tang? Historian and author Leslie Goddard takes 
a nostalgic look at the food innovations and marketing 
approaches that transformed how we ate at midcentury. 
Using classic cookbooks, advertisements and family 
magazines, explore how society and technology shaped 
American food from the 1940s through the 1960s. 

Building the Panama Canal: 1880-1914
Wednesday, July 21, 2 PM
The Spanish thought about it. The French drew up plans 
for it. In the end though, it took a revolution, technology, 
money, determination and grit to complete the Panama 
Canal. On this unique journey with lecturer Mario 
Medici, discover the epic struggle to carve a nautical 
shortcut from one ocean to another. Learn about the 
canal’s construction and its impact on world history, 
commerce and medicine. 

CRAFTS
Tiny Hanging Succulent
Monday, June 14, 2 PM (Rain date: June 21)
Paint a delicate glass ornament then arrange a tiny 
artificial succulent inside.

Decoupage a Necklace Box
Monday, July 12, 2 PM (Rain date: July 19)
Turn a simple container into a beautiful keepsake holder.

Fresh Flower Mandalas
Tuesday, July 20, 2 PM (Rain date: July 27)
Treat yourself to some downtime with the fresh smell 
of flowers and art therapist Robin Johnson. Create 
artwork with colorful flowers and get some tips on 
becoming a better gardener. 

Colorful Sun Catchers
Monday, July 26, 2 PM (Rain date: Aug. 2)
Create an eye-catching decoration with an original 
design, or a coloring page, and a mason jar lid. 

Sharpie Dye Napkins
Monday, Aug. 9, 2 PM (Rain date: Aug. 16)
Learn a simple dying technique with permanent markers, 
rubbing alcohol and an eyedropper. 

OUTDOOR EVENTS
Limited online registration will open two weeks before 
each program. All participants will be required to 
respect social distancing rules and wear a mask. 

Trivia on the Lawn
Wednesday, June 16, 2 PM 
(Rain date: June 23)
Whether you’re a trivia genius or you just like to play 
along, take part in this afternoon of fun questions 
outside in the sun. Bring a lawn chair or blanket! 

T’ai Chi Chih
Tuesdays, July 6 – Aug. 10, 10 AM
Enjoy a slow meditative stretching class on the library 
lawn with instructor Oreann Kempadoo, RN. 
Please note: This class requires standing outdoors for 
approximately an hour, ground may be uneven.



AUGUST

The Garden Tourist’s Hudson River Valley 
Monday, Aug. 9, 7 PM
The Hudson River Valley is rich with historic mansions, 
presidents’ summer retreats and stunning botanical 
gardens. Visit Kykuit, Boscobel, Clermont, Stonecrop, 
Vanderbilt Estate, the New York Botanical Garden and 
more with garden designer and lecturer Jana Milbocker.

Summertime in Old New York
Wednesday, Aug. 11, 2 PM
Educator and author John Kenrick offers a breezy look 
at how the entertainment capital of the world passed the 
summer months before the arrival of air conditioning. 

Johnny Carson: The King of Late Night 
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2 PM
For 30 years, America went to bed with Johnny Carson. 
Although a constant presence and much-loved character 
in American popular culture, Carson has been called the 
most private man ever to be a public figure. Explore the 
life of this private man interspersed with clips from his 
many wonderful TV shows, especially The Tonight 
Show, in this fast-paced multimedia presentation by 
historian Barry Bradford. 

The Not-So-Good Life 
of the Colonial Goodwife
Thursday, Aug. 19, 2 PM
Discover what life was really like for New England’s 
colonial women — menstruation, sex, birth control, 
childbirth, sickness and medicine. This is not about 
quilting bees and spinning wheels, it’s a virtual 
presentation about the little-known issues faced by 
New England’s colonial women presented by authors 
and green witches Ehris Urban and Velya Jancz-Urban.

Remembering Route 66
Monday, Aug. 23, 2 PM
The name evokes images of gas stations, mom-and-pop 
motels, quirky attractions and adventure on the open 
road. In this nostalgia-packed lecture, historian Leslie 
Goddard explores the history of Route 66, the iconic 
road that linked Chicago to Los Angeles from 1926 
to the mid-1980s. Learn why Route 66 remains so 
indelibly associated with the lore of the American 
road trip. 

Objects of Desire: 
How Precious Gems Shaped History
Wednesday, July 28, 2 PM
Throughout history jewels and precious metals have 
served many functions. They have taken the form of 
currency, wealth, security, social status or religious 
devotion. They have been used as tokens of love, talismans, 
family heirlooms, and adornments of the body. Lecturer 
Marilyn Carminio will show you royal jewels, take you to 
Tiffany’s “by appointment only” salon, and much more! 

Emily Dickinson’s Gardening Life
Thursday, July 29, 2 PM
In addition to writing poetry, The Belle of Amherst was 
a gardener. She cultivated flowers on her father’s property 
and in the glass conservatory that he added to the 
Homestead. Author Marta McDowell explores Dickinson’s 
gardens through excerpts of her letters and poems, and 
historic and modern images.

Living as a Woman in Ancient Egypt
Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2 PM
What kind of responsibilities, limitations and advantages 
did women have in Ancient Egypt? Were they treated 
well and respected? Could a woman become a pharaoh? 
Dig into the realties of daily life in this culture with 
educator Marisa Horowitz-Jaffe.

India through the Jewish History Lens
Wednesday, Aug. 4, 7 PM
Join travel writer Irene Shaland on a virtual trip through 
historic periods of India. See artistic and architectural 
styles highlighted by Alex Shaland’s photography. Explore a 
multitude of cultural traditions and fascinating Indian 
Jewish stories of origin.

What Is the Orchestra?
Thursday, Aug. 5, 2 PM
Think classical music is boring? Slow? Difficult to 
understand? Learn what makes an orchestra exciting 
by exploring famous music themes, instruments, and 
the people behind the orchestra with librarian and 
lecturer Tanisha Mitchell.

To register for a program, go to our calendar at newcity.librarycalendar.com.

Wearing your mask and observing social distancing helps keep us all safe.



TEENS (Grades 7 & up)
With the exception of Storm the Castle, all programs are virtual. Register online to receive your 

Zoom link. All materials needed for programs will be available for pickup at the library.

Summer reading 
Tic-Tac-Toe  

June 28 – aug. 20
in perSon or online

Read three books that line up on your tic-tac-toe board 
straight across, up and down, or diagonally! Each square 

will feature a different genre. Play online or pick up a 
board at the adult reference desk. Winners will receive 

a Starbucks gift card while supplies last. 

PAINT PARTIES
A Day at the Beach
Saturdays, 2 – 5 PM
June 26: Lighthouse at the Beach
Limited registration starts June 14.
Aug. 14: Jellyfish
Limited registration starts Aug. 2.

Glow in the Dark Array of Planets
Monday, July 12, 7 – 10 PM
Limited registration starts July 1.

Herb Garden Kits
Thursday, June 10, 7 PM
Girl Scout Troop 40518 will be providing the kits and 
instruction on how to plant and care for your herbs.  
Limited registration starts May 31.

EMBROIDERY CLUB
Stitch Basics
Tuesdays July 6 & 13, 7 PM
Registration starts June 28. 

Designing a Canvas Tote Bag
Tuesdays, July 27, Aug. 3 & 10, 7 PM
Discuss embroidery ideas for your bag. Then start your 
project. Registration starts July 19.

In-person event!
Storm the Castle
Thursday, July 8, 6:30 PM
Using a variety of boxes, tape and markers, you will have 
one hour to build a castle in the lower parking lot. At 
7:30 PM, “destroy” your opponents’ castles with water 
balloons. The best castle takes the prize. Castles will be 
judged on appearance and durability. All contestants 
must wear masks. You can work in family groups or 
established pods. Otherwise, you need to maintain 
social distance. Registration starts June 30.

Garden in a Bottle
Thursday, July 29, 7 PM
Start your own terrarium. Registration starts July 19.

Baby-Sitting Workshop
Mondays, Aug. 2, 9 & 16, 7 PM
This three-session workshop teaches safety, child care, 
first aid and rescue, plus life and business skills. 
Attendance at all sessions is required to receive a 
certificate. Limited registration starts July 26. 

Book Discussions
Wednesdays, 7 PM
Register the week prior to the meeting. 
June 23: The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang
June 30: Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper   
July 7: Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham   
July 14: Scythe by Neal Shusterman
July 28: The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman  
Aug. 4: Carry On by Rainbow Rowell    
Aug. 11: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson   
Aug: 25: One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus  
Copies of the books will be at the circulation desk. 



CHILDREN
Online registration is required for all scheduled programs. To register for a program, go to our website at 

newcitylibrary.org and select the Events tab. This will take you to our calendar. Click on the program that you 
are interested in to register. Or, go directly to the calendar at newcity.librarycalendar.com.

There will be no indoor programs this summer.
For outdoor programs (indicated with a      ), check the event calendar or call the library that day to confirm that

conditions allow for the event. Social distancing and mask use will be expected of ALL participants, including children.

Summer reading cluB
July 1 – aug. 14

Ages: 2 & up, with a New City Library card
There are two ways to participate this year! 

Register and report on your books in person 
or use the ReadSquared app.

Earn a variety of prizes!

      Romper Room! 
Ages: Babies – young children, w/adult
Wednesdays, June 2 & 9, 10 AM
Sing, dance and have some fun! Register online one week 
before each session. 

      Storytime @ Congers Train Station Park
Ages: 3 & up
Fridays, June 18 & July 16, 10 AM 
Bring a beach chair or blanket. Register online beginning 
June 14 for the June 18 session and July 12 for the July 
16 session. No drop-ins. 

      Summer Storytime  •  Ages: 3– 6
Thursdays, June 24 & July 22, 1:30 PM  
Bring a beach chair or blanket. Register online beginning 
June 21 for the June 24 session, July 19 for the July 22 
session. 

      Sensory Storytime 
Saturdays, 10:30 AM
June 26, July 24, August 28
Join Miss Amy in the children’s garden for stories and 
songs selected especially for children with sensory 
processing needs. Our special guest Jacob will be on 
hand with his guitar. Outdoors, conditions permitting. 
Register beginning June 1 for the June 26 session, July 1 
for the July 24 session and Aug. 1 for the Aug. 28 session.

FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Tween Craft Club  •  Ages 9 – 13
Tuesdays, June 1, 15 & 29
Monday, July 12
Tuesdays, Aug. 17 & 31 
All sessions: 4:15 PM 
Register online for each date and then 
come to the library to pick up a bag of 
supplies. You will receive 
an email with the Zoom link.

FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten 
Ages: Birth – Pre-K
Studies have shown that reading to your infant/toddler is 
the best way to guarantee future school success. Register
 at the children’s desk and start reading today! 

Take and Make Crafts
Ages: 3 – 6
Beginning each Monday, supplies for a new craft item will 
be available for pickup in the children’s room. 

Imagination Station  •  Ages: 3 – 6
Tuesdays, June 1 – Aug. 24, 10:30 AM
Enjoy a different theme and craft activity each week. 
Register online for each session to receive a link to the 
program. Then, pick up the craft supplies at the library. 

     = OUTDOOR program, conditions permitting!



CONCERTS
Everyone — including parents/caregivers — must 
register online with a New City or West Nyack 
library card. 

      Mr. Kurt  • Ages: 2 & up
Thursday, July 15, 6 PM (Rain date: July 22)
Sing and dance along with every toddler’s favorite 
performer! Limited space. Bring your own blanket or 
lawn chair. Registration begins July 1. 

      Uncle Brothers  • Ages: 2 & up
Thursday, Aug. 5, 6 PM (Rain date: Aug. 12)
Tommy Gardner and the Uncle Brothers will be on hand 
performing some of their best loved and dance-crazy 
tunes! Registration begins July 15. 

Among Us  •  Ages: 7 & up
Wednesdays, June 2 – Aug. 25, 6:30 PM
No session July 21 or Aug. 4
Play the popular game Among Us (a virtual version 
of Clue, set on a space station). Register online. You will 
receive an email with the Zoom link.

3rd & 4th Grade Book Club
Thursdays, June 3 & July 1, 6:30 PM
Discover new titles you might like and make some new 
friends! Bring a book you’ve recently read and would 
recommend. Registration begins May 15 for the June 3 
session and June 15 for the July 1 session. 

      Tween Book Club  •  Grades: 5 & 6
Thursdays, June 17, July 8, Aug. 12, 6:30 PM
Tweens will meet in the children’s garden if conditions 
allow, otherwise the club will meet online. New City and 
West Nyack card holders may register beginning May 14 
for the June 17 session, June 18 for the July 8 session and 
July 9 for the Aug. 12 session.

      Kids Create … Pollock!  •  Ages: 5 & up
Thursday, July 8, 6 PM
Create your own version of a Jackson Pollock painting! 
We’ll be flinging and dripping paint, so wear old clothes 
and shoes! Registration for budding artists starts July 1.

      Chess on the Lawn  •  Ages: 7 & up
Tuesday, July 20, 3:30 PM
Boards and basic instruction will be provided. Register 
beginning July 1 with your New City or West Nyack 
library card.  

      Learn to Juggle!  •  Grades: 3 – 8
Wednesdays, July 21 & Aug. 4, 7 PM
Learn this fun skill with master juggler Tom Mayes, a 
graduate of the Ringling Brothers Clown College. He will 
teach basic juggling in the first class on July 21 and after 
you’ve practiced, register for the second class on Aug. 4 
to learn even more tricks and skills! Register beginning 
July 1 for the July 21 class, July 15 for the Aug. 4 class.

Drawing Cartoon Animals  •  Grades: 3 – 8
Monday, July 26, 7 PM
Award-winning cartoonist Rick Stromoski leads this fun 
and creative Zoom class. Just have paper and your favorite 
drawing item handy. Register beginning July 15.

Puzzles & Board Games
Coming in June! 
Tired of screen watching? Gather around a table with 
family and let the fun begin! We have beginner and 
intermediate puzzles, Boggle, chess, Chutes and Ladders 
and checkers/tic tac toe available to check out. Ask at the 
children’s desk for more information.

     = OUTDOOR program, conditions permitting!

Check the event calendar (newcity.librarycalendar.com) throughout the summer for additional programs 
and canceling/rescheduling of programs due to weather or site conditions.

ROBOTS!
We now have small robots available for checkout.  
Patrons with New City or West Nyack library cards 
can borrow an ARTIE 3000 Robot, which can be c
oded to make drawings, or an OZOBOT, which 
can be coded to race around a path. You don’t need 
anything extra to work with the OZOBOTS. 
ARTIE 3000 Robots require a device with bluetooth 
capabilities and an internet connection to download 
a simple program. Visit the children’s desk and ask 
about checking out our robots! 

Coding Robots with Mrs. Jen
We have openings for your child to schedule a time 
for a one-on-one opportunity to work with our 
coding robots ARTIE 3000 and OZOBOTS. 
If you are interested in scheduling your child for 
a coding session, email Mrs. Jen at jembry@
newcitylibrary.org. A New City or West Nyack 
library card is required.  



NEW CITY LIBRARY
220 N. Main Street  •  New City, N.Y. 10956
845-634-4997  •  www.newcitylibrary.org
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“He Said, She Said” Memoirs Online
1st Monday monthly, 7 PM
June 7: The Last Girl by Nadia Murad
July 6*: All Over but the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg
Aug. 2: Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, 
and Love by Dani Shapiro
*Alternate date due to the holiday

Chapters Online
2nd Tuesday monthly, 7 PM
June 8: Sugar Run by Mesha Maren
July 13: The River by Peter Heller
Aug. 10: A Woman Is No Man by Etaf Rum

Facts Online
3rd Wednesday monthly, 2 PM
June 16: I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
July 21: First Principles: What America’s Founders 
Learned from the Greeks and Romans by Thomas Ricks
August: No meeting

Rise & Read: In Person & Outside
4th Thursday monthly, 10 AM
June 24: The Whisper Network by Chandler Baker 
July 22: We All Fall Down by Michael T. Harvey
Aug. 26: It Looks Like This by Rafi Mittlefehldt 

Investigating Mysteries Online
4th Monday monthly, 7 PM
June 28: Little Comfort by Edwin Hill
July 26: The Long Call by Ann Cleeves
Aug. 23: The Bishop’s Wife by Mette Ivie Harrison

To attend an online book club meeting, register for it on our website or go directly to newcity.librarycalendar.com. 
A link to join the discussion will be sent to you.

BOOK CLUBS

All titles are available as hard copies that can be 
reserved online or at the library.

 (Most are also available electronically.)

Did you know that you can check out Chromebooks, 
Kindles and HotSpots with your library card? 
Ask for details at the circulation desk.


