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“We cannot change the direction of the wind, but we can adjust our sails.”
 — Cora L.V. Hatch, 1859

When the year 2020 launched, we were unaware of the uncharted waters we would soon 
be navigating. Yet here we are, still afloat, changing tack as necessary to provide the best 
library service possible during this hurricane named COVID-19. As of this writing, we 
are allowing and encouraging brief visits so you can browse and checkout materials and 
use the internet in short sessions. Everyone over the age of two must wear a face covering 
and maintain a minimum of six feet of social distancing. Our custodial staff has stepped 
up the frequency of cleaning and disinfecting high-touch areas. Occupancy of the 
building is monitored.

Unfortunately, we cannot conduct in-person programming at this time. Until we can, 
check out the live, online programs listed in this newsletter and on our website. And, 
please continue to visit our YouTube channel and enjoy the over 380 original videos 
our crew has created for your education and entertainment. We will also continue to 
offer curbside pickup for those of you not ready to come aboard.

Let the New City Library be your safe harbor in this storm. All hands stand at the ready 
to provision you with a great read, an engaging film or a productive learning opportunity. 
Whether the seas are rough or the fair winds blow, we hope you always find your local 
library to be a reliable port of call in your community.
                                                                                             — Marianne Gallagher, Director

Visit our website at newcitylibrary.org for a listing of fall programs and activities!

ONE TOWN,  
ONE BOOK  

2020

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 8, the library will give out free copies of this year’s 
One Town, One Book selection: How to Be an Antiracist  by Ibram X. 
Kendi. Pick up your copy at the adult reference desk while supplies last! 
Or, borrow it from Overdrive where it is available for immediate download.

This New York Times  bestseller explores a widening circle of  antiracist 
ideas — from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities — that 
will help readers see all forms of racism clearly, understand their poisonous 
consequences, and work to oppose them in our systems and in ourselves. 
Kendi, a National Book Award winner, weaves an electrifying combination 
of ethics, history, law, and science highlighted by his own personal story 
of awakening to antiracism.

After reading the book, participate in a lively book discussion led by
librarian Veronica Reynolds:

Thursday, Oct. 29, 2 PM or Thursday, Nov. 5, 7 PM
Register online (tinyurl.com/nwcfallonline) to receive your Zoom link.

Become a Library Trustee!
A trustee is responsible for ensuring that the library provides the best possible service to its community. To be eligible, a 
candidate must live within the service area, be at least 18 years old, possess a library card in good standing for 180 days prior to 
the election and may not be an employee or the immediate family member of an employee of the library. Applications for 
library trustees are available at all of the public service desks or can be downloaded from our website. Applications must 
be submitted to the administration office by Oct. 1. Petitions are due by Nov. 11. The election will take place on Dec. 9.

We invite you to join family, friends and neighbors in a community-wide reading celebration!



ADULT PROGRAMS

Your Virtual Reference Desk
Attend online webinars that explain some of the many 

online tools that are at your disposal.

Introduction to Tutor.com: 
Live Help for Students 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 3 PM

Researching Census Records Online
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10 AM

Historical Newspapers at your Fingertips
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 10 AM

Reading eBooks with Libby by Overdrive
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 10 AM

Investing Databases: 
Value Line & Morningstar
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 10 AM

Maker Space at Home: 3D Printing  •  Thursday, Oct. 8, 11 AM
See demonstrations of 3D design software Tinkercad and SketchUp. Get all the information you need to create 

3D objects that can be printed and picked up at the library.

What We’re Reading  •  First Friday Monthly, 4 PM
Join a different librarian to discuss a different genre each month! Discover your next great read!

The annual budget hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24 at 7 PM at the West Nyack Library. 

The public is welcome.

As the weather gets cooler and the days get shorter, you 
may find more opportunities to get on your computer 
and attend one of the many programs we are offering this 
fall. Virtual learning isn’t just for kids! 

This month, you can try out a different approach to 
organizing with Jamie Novak during her program Solving 
the Mystery of What to Do with All the Stuff on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22 at 7 PM. Or you can venture further afield and  
develop a new talent with author Marie Monteagudo. She 
will be discussing Writing Children’s Books on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29 at 7 PM.

In October, you can literally try your hand at a new 
hobby by attending a three-part art class. Join artist Danielle 
Lafayette for Drawing from Nature on Wednesdays, 
Oct. 14, 21 & 28 at 7 PM. Take your appreciation for 
the outdoors a step further with Liz Barbour’s program 
Cooking & Gardening with Edible Flowers on Thursday, 
Oct. 22 at 2 PM. 

Looking for a more passive learning experience?
Grab a warm drink, get yourself comfortable and join 
Marisa Horowitz-Jaffe for a three-part trip back in time! 
Explore the places, customs and people of Ancient Rome 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27; Wednesday,  Nov. 4; and Tuesday, 
Nov. 10, at 2 PM. 

With November comes the start of the holiday season. 
Be ready! Make your home the perfect setting for a 
celebration by attending Introduction to Interior Design 
with Parson’s School of Design professor and artist Marcie 
Cooperman on Wednesday, Nov. 4 at 7 PM. And to put 
yourself in the right mindset for celebrating, join  
motivational speaker Constance Hallinan Lagan for 
How to Put Happiness & Harmony Back into Your 
Life on Thursday, Nov. 12 at 7 PM.

Need further inspiration? Find out how the New York 
Wolf Conservation Center helped bring the endangered 
Mexican gray wolf and red wolf back from the edge of 
extinction at Saving a Species on Thursday, Nov. 12 at 
2 PM. Or join photojournalist Jim DelGiudice for 
America Comes Through: Inspiring Stories of Everyday 
Heroes on Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 2 PM.

These suggestions feature just a few of the programs we 
have planned for you this fall. Please feel free to browse 
our online calendar (tinyurl.com/nwcfallonline) to find 
those that spark your interest!

All of the programs on this page will be held online. To register for a program, go to our web page 
(www.newcitylibrary.org) and select the Events tab. This will take you to our calendar. Click on the program you are 
interested in to register. Or, go to tinyurl.com/nwcfallonline, which will take you directly to our program calendar.



Entering grades 7 & up

All programs will take place online. Register at 
tinyurl.com/nwcfallonline to receive your Zoom link.

SATURDAY PAINT PARTIES!
Follow along to paint a seasonal scene or create your own. 
Materials will be available for pick-up at the library. 
Fall Woodland Path: Sept. 12, 1 – 4 PM
Registration starts Sept. 1. 
Black Cat & Pumpkin: Oct. 17, 1 – 4 PM
Registration starts Oct. 5. 
Winter Snow Globe: Nov. 14, 1 – 4 PM
Registration starts Nov. 2. 

WORKSHOP WEDNESDAYS:  QUILLING
Materials will be available for pick-up at the library. 
Fringe Flowers: Sept. 16, 7 PM 
Registration starts Sept. 8. 
Snowflakes: Nov. 4 , 7 PM
Registration starts Oct. 26. 

Embroidery: Transferring Designs
Thursday, Sept. 24, 7 PM
Explore several ways to get your design from paper to 
fabric. Create something unique and all you. Materials will 
be available for pick-up at the library. Some design motifs 
will be included. Registration starts Sept. 14. 

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
Banned Book Club: Thursday, Oct. 1, 7 PM 
Bring your favorite banned book. Need help picking 
one? Check with the library for a list!

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You 
by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7 PM
The one book you need to read this year! We will have 
extra copies in the library and available on Overdrive.

Baby-Sitting Workshops 
Thursdays, Oct. 15, 22 & 29, 6– 8 PM
Safesitters offers this three-session course. Registration 
starts Oct. 5 for young teens with a New City or West 
Nyack library card. There will be a waiting list and those 
students on the waiting list will have priority access to classes 
scheduled at a later date.

TEENS CHILDREN
Fall is a time for cooler weather, crisp colorful leaves, 
late-blooming flowers, school days and unfortunately, 
a continuing COVID-19 pandemic. But, you are welcome 
to come in to browse! We are allowing limited numbers 
into the children’s room at a time. For everyone’s safety, 
we only ask that you make your selections and not linger. 

All staff and patrons alike must properly wear a face 
mask. This includes children ages two and up. If you 
feel that your child will not keep their mask in place 
during a library visit, then please take advantage of our 
curbside pickup service. If you’d like materials selected 
by our staff for your child, please fill out a “Surprise Bag” 
form, located under the children’s tab on the library’s 
website. We will make special selections based upon 
your child’s interests.

By this time, most young families are suffering from 
“screen fatigue.” We understand that you don’t want to let 
your children spend unlimited amounts of time watching 
videos, however, if you’d like to share a story or two, take 
a virtual walk, learn about a new country, try a simple
recipe or practice a few rhymes, check out our YouTube 
channel which you can access through the library’s 
website. Don’t forget to explore Tumblebooks, TumbleMath, 
Hoopla, Overdrive, Libby and Muzzy for more online 
learning. For students, we also have a subscription to 
Tutor.com , a free one-on-one tutoring service for a variety 
of subjects. All you need to get started is your library card! 
We now offer a weekly Make & Take craft item. Most 
of the materials you will need are pre-packaged; just add 
a few common household items, such as a glue stick or 
markers to complete each craft. Please check our event 
calendar on a regular basis for children’s programs.
In the meantime, if you need resources, answers or library 
materials, just give us a call! 845-634-4997, ext. 121.

                      — Janet Makoujy, Head of Children’s Serices

StoryWalk
As part of Clarkstown’s Storywalk program, we will be 
creating the walks at the Zukor Park Playground from 
Sept. 16 – Oct. 28. Be sure to check them out!

Where Is Charlie? A Social Media Contest!
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. Identify the spot 
in Clarkstown where Charlie the Library Garden Gnome 
is pictured. The first 10 responses will win a prize. A 
different location will be posted each Friday. Find further 
details on the library’s Facebook and Instagram pages.
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The New City Library Board of Trustees meets on the third Thursday of every month at 7 PM. During the pandemic 
these meetings take place online. The public can attend by going to the library’s website and clicking on the link.

Chapters Online
2nd Tuesday monthly, 7 PM
Sept. 8    The Scent Keeper  by Erica Bauermeister 
Oct. 13    The Art Forger  by B.A. Shapiro 
Nov. 10    The Friend  by Sigrid Nunez

Chronicles Online
2nd Monday monthly, 11 AM
Sept. 14     The House of Mirth  by Edith Wharton
Oct. 12      The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
                    by Washington Irving
Nov. 9        The Colored Cadet at West Point  
                    by Henry Ossian Flipper

“He Said, She Said” Memoirs Online
1st Monday monthly, 7 PM
Sept. 14*   The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life, 
                     Freedom and Justice  by Anthony Ray Hinton
Oct 5          Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight: An African 
                       Childhood  by Alexandra Fuller
Nov. 2        Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story  
                    by Jacob Tobia
*Alternate date due to holiday

Investigating Mysteries Online
4th Monday monthly, 7 PM
Sept. 21*   Murder at the Breakers  by Alyssa Maxwell
Oct. 26      Heaven’s Crooked Finger  by Hank Early
Nov. 23      Gaudy Night  by Dorothy L. Sayers 
*Alternate date due to holiday

Rise & Read: In Person & Outdoors!
4th Thursday monthly, 10 AM
Sept. 24    Not Our Kind  by Kitty Zeldis
Oct. 29     The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake 
                   by Aimee Bender 
Dec. 3*     The Collector  by John Fowles
*Alternate date due to holiday

Facts Online
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2pm 
Profiles in Courage  by John F. Kennedy

BOOK CLUBS  •  All titles can be found on Hoopla and/or Overdrive

To attend an online book club meeting, register for it 
on our website. A link to join the discussion 

will then be sent to you. 


