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This summer newsletter is quite different from newsletters past. Like everyone else, 
we’ve had to totally rethink the way we do things and quickly adapt to a world that 
looks so different than it did just months ago. Our emphasis in this newsletter is 
on the online content and programming we continue to create and provide for you 
while we plan and prepare an eventual re-opening, hopefully sometime soon. We 
look so forward to seeing you then.
                                                                              — Marianne Gallagher, Director

The Great Reading Competition
Read, Review and Win! 

While we don’t know what the summer will hold for us, you can still have fun and 
maybe win a prize just by reading! You can participate in this contest digitally or by 
phone. Just as in years past with adult summer reading, you read a book and enter a 
review. In previous years, the end of summer winner was a random raffle pull. We 
will still pick one winner at random, but this year there are additional categories! 
Most Reviews: We have some powerhouse readers that really devour books! Be this 
year’s biggest reader! Review all your books and compete to have the Most Reviews. 
Funniest Review: The space provided isn’t very large — just enough for a couple of 
sentences. If you crack us up with your quick wit you could win Funniest Review. 
Review that Made Us Check it Out: Did you love what you read? If you can convince 
us to read it too, you could be a winner! 

So that’s four potential big-prize winners! You can read any kind of book, in any kind 
of format, including audiobooks and ebooks. 

Starting June 1, submit your reviews to: tinyurl.com/summer-nwc or call and leave 
a voicemail on 845-288-3757 with your name, book title, author, your review and 
whether or not we can post it on social media to help others choose their next read. 

Books let us escape, they help us tell our stories, and this summer we will all need to 
do both. You can find staff recommendations at tinyurl.com/youtube-newcity, on 
our Goodreads page (tinyurl.com/newcity-goodreads) or call our reference staff at 
845-288-3133 for a personalized pick. 

Be a Cover Model! 
Photo Contest 

If you have a little extra time, 
creativity, and ingenuity, then 
we want you ... to recreate a 
book cover! You can use a book 
you have on hand or any book 
cover art you find online. Get 
creative, take a picture of your 
new cover and send it to us 
with the original (file or link) 
at vreynolds@newcitylibrary.
org. We will post all the entries 
on Instagram and Facebook. 
The best submission will win 
a prize!

Visit our website at newcitylibrary.org for summer programs and activities

Customized Adult Programs
When we started planning this summer’s programming (way back in December!), 
we scheduled outdoor concerts, lectures, and craft workshops. Some of them may 
have to take place later in the year, but when possible, we will still hold them. No matter 
what, there will be plenty to do, starting with our Adult Summer Reading (see above). 

We will also host online programming, primarily in Zoom. Not confident in your 
computer skills or access? Attend Zoom meetings via phone! Call 845-288-3757 for 
a listing of upcoming programs and to register. Once registered, we will contact you 
with all the information you need to attend. You can find our upcoming online events
at tinyurl.com/nwc-online-events too. Or go to our website and sign up for our weekly 
e-newsletter and have them delivered to your inbox. 

Moving forward, all programming including any we are able to hold on-site will be 
listed on 845-288-3757 and our online calendar. You can also follow our social media 
@newcitylibrary on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. If you miss seeing us as much as 
we miss seeing you, stop by our YouTube channel (tinyurl.com/newcity-youtube) for 
local history talks, staff picks, and much more!
                                                            — Veronica Reynolds, Head of Community Relations



How can I get a library card?
Go to www.newcitylibrary.org. Along the top banner, 
click on “How Do I?” Select “Get A Library Card.” 
An online application will open up. Fill out all the 
required fields and submit the form. A staff member 
will process a library card for you and email you the
library card number and PIN number, enabling you
to access materials from home.*

What kind of identification do I need?
You will need to provide proof of address and photo 
ID. The photo ID could be a school ID, passport, 
driver’s license, or an official work ID, that clearly 
states your name. A driver’s license which has your 
current address on it could also serve as a proof of 
address. Other documents that can be offered as 
proof of address are a current bank statement or 
utility bill, a lease, or a pay stub that shows your 
current address.* 

If I do not have my card handy, where can I get the number?
Email the circulation supervisor at 
nwccircsup@newcitylibrary.org with the address, 

phone number, and date of birth associated with the
card. If the circulation supervisor is able to verify 
that the information matches the library account, 
he will provide you with the card number. 

How do I get my PIN number if I forgot it?
The PIN number assigned to your card when it was 
issued is the last four digits of your phone number.  
If you changed the PIN number, you can email the 
circulation supervisor at 
nwccircsup@newcitylibrary.org with the library 
card number and the address, phone number, and 
date of birth associated with the card. If the circulation 
supervisor is able to verify that the information 
matches the library account, he will provide you with 
the PIN number. 

If I had a library card and lost it, what can I do?
Email the circulation supervisor at 
nwccircsup@newcitylibrary.org and a new card will be 
issued. The fee will be applied when we re-open and you 
come in to pick up your new card. 

Library Card FAQs During the COVID-19 Closing
Please note: To be eligible for a New City Library card one must reside in the Clarkstown Central  School District and 

live in the census-designated areas of New City, Congers, or Bardonia. 

*If you obtain a library card digitally, you will be required to come into the library once it re-opens 
to show identification and proof of residency to verify the information submitted online. 

Since the library has closed its doors, the adult services 
department has been busy transitioning to a virtual service 
model. We established a Google Voice account at 
845-288-3133 that allows us to communicate with you 
via phone and text message. Staff is monitoring this number 
and our email account at nwcref@newcitylibrary.org 
during regular business hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM – 9 PM, Friday 9 AM – 6 PM, 
Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM and Sunday 12 PM – 5 PM.   

We have expanded patron monthly credits to 10 for Hoopla 
(ebooks, digital audiobooks, movies, music and more) and 
Kanopy (streaming movies). We have temporarily ceased 
purchasing physical items and increased spending for 
ebooks and digital audiobooks through Overdrive/Libby, 
establishing an express collection for high demand titles 
and making several titles available immediately for 
download to all New City cardholders. These efforts have 
decreased the wait time for items in this service. We 

worked with the Ramapo Catskill Library System (RCLS) 
to provide remote access to Ancestry.com for patrons, a 
service normally only available in the library. And, we 
developed content for our reinvigorated YouTube channel 
that includes book recommendations for titles available in 
our digital collections, unique local history content, and 
how-to videos on our digital resources.

We are using our 3D printer during this crisis to help 
essential employees. Matthew Aull, our maker space 
librarian, has printed over 80 face shield straps that 
were delivered to NYC healthcare workers via NYU 
Medical Center and over 270 ear savers delivered to 
the Nyack Mask Makers who have distributed these 
to healthcare workers at Nyack Hospital.

We hope to have our doors open again soon, but even 
when they are closed, we are here for you. Please feel 
free to reach out if we can be of assistance.  
                         — Brian Jennings, Head of Adult Services

Your Virtual Reference Desk



Entering grades 7 & up

All programs will take place online. Receive a session 
ID number and password when registering. 

Teen Reading Club: June 29 – Aug. 21!
Register and report books and graphic novels on our 
website. All participants will receive prizes. For each 

item reported you will get one raffle ticket for the grand 
prize Amazon gift card. All online events you attend will 
earn you two extra raffle tickets. The more you read the 
greater chance you have of winning! Additional prizes 

will be awarded at the end of Reading Club. 

Craft-at-Home Workshops
Grab a couple of items from around the house and get 
creative! Open to all ages.
July 2 • Paper Beading  •  Registration starts June 22.
July 16 • Quilling  •  Registration starts July 6.
July 30 • Coffee Art  •  Registration starts July 20.
Aug. 20 & 27  •  Crewel Stitchery Workshops
Registration starts Aug. 10.

Imagine Your Story 
Mondays, July 6, 13, 20, 27; Aug. 3, 7 PM
Author Howard Whitehouse hosts five creative writing 
workshops online. Registration starts June 29.

Virtual Book Discussions
Wednesdays, 7 PM
July 8 
The Rest of Us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness
Registration starts June 29.
July 22 
Yaqui Delgato Wants to Kick Your Ass by Meg Medina 
Registration starts July 8. 
Aug. 5 
Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 
Registration starts July 20.
Aug. 19 
13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson 
Registration starts Aug. 3.

Open Mic Night
Thursday, Aug. 6, 7 PM
Calling all teen poets, writers, musicians, singers, dancers 
and comedians! Grab your five minutes of fame! Material 
must be appropriate for younger teens. Participants in 
group performances should register individually. 
Registration starts July 27.

 

TEENS CHILDREN
We are all looking forward to summer! No matter what 
form our Summer Reading Club takes — be it in-person 
or online, we will have a wealth of things to keep you 
busy and engaged in reading, creating and learning. The 
past few months have been hard on all of us but libraries 
and librarians are certainly an adaptable bunch! I hope 
all of you have been watching the library’s YouTube 
channel for storytimes, songs, crafts and even nature 
walks! Our social media platforms offer a weekly challenge
to keep kids busy and learning. Did you know that ebooks 
count toward the 1,000 Books before Kindergarten 
program? Ebooks loans from Overdrive, Libby and 
Hoopla, as well as viewing books on TumbleBooks and 
TumbleMath, have soared. Learning a new language with 
Muzzy has too, so we know you’ve been keeping busy!  

For the 2020 Summer Reading Club theme, we’ll be 
featuring fantasy, fairy tales, adventures and heroes, but 
you can imagine your own story to be anything you’d 
like — read anything that interests you! We’ll be using 
an online reporting system this year, so you can log your 
books from home. Easily enter your accomplishments 
using the READsquared app. It is free for both Android 
and iOS devices and can be found in the App store or 
Google Play. Earn badges and be automatically entered 
for our random prize drawings. The Summer Reading 
Club runs June 22 through August 15.

Many of our performers have developed online alternatives 
to their in-person shows which we will be using if the social 
distancing guidelines are not lifted by the day the live 
performance is scheduled. As many programs as possible 
will be held outdoors so we can spread out. As we move 
cautiously into the months following this pandemic, 
our goal is to provide the types of quality programs that 
you’ve come to expect from our children’s department 
while still keeping both you, your children and our staff safe. 

The staff of the children’s department wants you to know 
that we are still here for you. Working from home just 
isn’t the same as putting that “just right” book into a child’s 
hands, sharing stories and songs, or teaching a new skill. 
We miss the daily interaction with your families and 
hope to be able to see you all back at the library soon 
when we can imagine our story together!
                   — Janet Makoujy, Head of Children’s Services

IMAGINE
YOUR STORY!



Non-Profit Org

US Postage
PAID

Permit #5649

Monsey, N.Y.

NEW CITY LIBRARY
220 N. Main Street  •  New City, N.Y. 10956
845-634-4997  •  www.newcitylibrary.org

Postal Patron

The New City Library Board of Trustees meets on the third Thursday of every month at 7 PM. During the pandemic 
these meetings take place online. The public can attend by going to the library’s website and clicking on the link.

“He Said, She Said” Memoirs Online
1st Monday monthly, 7 PM
June 1   Once More We Saw Stars by Jayson Greene
July 6   I’ll Be Gone in the Dark: One Woman’s Obsessive  
              Search for the Golden State Killer 
              by Michelle McNamara
Aug. 3   Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood

Chronicles Online
2nd Monday monthly, 11 AM
June 8   A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
July 13   Knickerbocker’s History of New York 
                by Washington Irving
Aug. 10   The Widow’s House by Carol Goodman

In Other Worlds Online
3rd Wednesday monthly, 7 PM
June 17   The Man Who Folded Himself  by David Gerrold
July 15   Here and Now and Then by Mike Chen 
Aug. 27   The Big Time by Fritz Leiber 

Chapters: At Your Own Pace
See guides.rcls.org/chapters
June   The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 
July   News of the World by Paulette Jiles 
August   The Air You Breathe by Frances de Pontes Peebles

Investigating Mysteries: At Your Own Pace
See guides.rcls.org/mysteries
June   Crime & Punctuation by Kaitlyn Dunnett
July   All Day and a Night by Alafair Burke
August   Sleeping Murder by Agatha Christie 

BOOK CLUBS  •  All titles can be found on Hoopla and/or Overdrive

To attend an online book club meeting, register for it on our website. A link to join the 
discussion will then be sent to you. 
To participate in the At Your Own Pace book clubs, visit the supplied guides for discussion 
questions, supplemental information and resources, and feedback/comment forms.


